Chosen to be Fruitful.

 By Gabriel Fisher
When we were born again we were adopted into God’s family (John 1:12) and became members of His global church. This has therefore identified us with Christ and not a denomination! Many believers are caught up with denominational tagging as opposed to the scripture which tells us that our identification lies in Christ (and not a particular church).We do however function within a local body (church), grow as Christians and to this local body we contribute.

Belonging to, growing in and functioning in the local body results in finding our calling and purpose so that we can have an impact on the whole world. 

In Acts 1:8  Jesus said we shall be His witnesses to the world. Being a witness for Christ is our first and most important function. Our fruitfulness is not measured by our bible reading skills, church attendance, giving of money or effective prayer lives. All these things are important and necessary but our fruitfulness is measured by what remains. 
In John 15:16  Jesus tells us of three important concepts:
1 We are chosen

2 We are appointed
3 We must bear fruit that will remain.

 

1 We are chosen:

This is the Lord’s doing and not ours. He chose me! He is aware of my strengths and weaknesses and by His choosing He is saying that I am able to do that what He wants of me. This gives me great peace as all my plans, skills and resources needed to complete the task fits in with His choosing!
2 We are appointed:
 Being appointed into the body has been carefully planed and executed. He knew where and in which church I would function effectively. I am not in the body by default but by divine planning and wisdom.

3 We must bear fruit that will remain:
As previously stated our fruitfulness is not measured by our bible reading skills, church attendance, giving of money or effective prayer lives. We must go forth and bear fruit. The same command Jesus gave to His disciples in Mark 16:15, 16, 17, 18 that they should go into the entire world and preach the gospel. Our fruitfulness is based on soul winning, through the preaching of the gospel. 

 

We have been chosen to be fruitful so that the kingdom can be filled with disciples for the King. All our efforts all our programmes, all our teachings, all our financial contributions, all our ecclesiastical functions should be focused on one goal: SOULS. If this is not true then we have failed the test of bearing fruit that will remain. 

We spend millions of dollars and thousands of man power hours to keep the saved in the fold and fed. Its time for the church to move out of the comfort of a building and go into the malls, streets, hospitals and working places and bring in a harvest like never before.

 

If we can succeed in taking the church on a Sunday morning and invade the malls in our cities; start prayer meetings in coffee shops and the like, an unstoppable stirring will take place in the community. This will eventually turn most folks back to church. That is being fruitful. 
At Judea Harvest our motivation is to take the church to the people. By this we are saying lets move out from the four walls of church and go to where those who need the gospel are! Whether through a tent, open air services or going from door to door; we are taking the church to the people. Rev. Bonke once said we need to plunder hell and populate Heaven. We need to make it as difficult as possible for any one to go to hell in our cities and suburbs.

 

Chosen to fruitful! Evangelism is the true way to lasting fruit that remains.

 

LET US GO AND BE FRUITFUL!

