Reflections On Giving In The New Testament
- By Danie Reynecke

In this issue I would like to wrap up on giving in the NT. The New Testament gives us wonderful examples on giving. What we found is the following:
1. Give sacrificially. This was what the Macedonians Christians did. Paul testifies that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 2 Corinthians 8:2-3. Giving is for all. It might be a luxury for the rich but it is also a privilege for the poor. Randy Alcorn says that there are three levels of giving. Giving less than our ability, according to our ability, and beyond our ability. The moment you start to give beyond your ability, you are entering into sacrificial giving. Sacrificial giving will always bring glory to God.
2.  Give cheerfully. It is always nice to receive a gift, but it is actually better to give the gift. The motive for giving however must not be by force, but cheerfully. God loves a cheerful giver. Giving brings joy to the giver. Just the thought that one invests in eternity and by doing that brings joy to the giver. Jesus said it is better to give than to receive. 
3. Give in the quiet. Matthew 6:4 – Jesus said when you give to the needy, don’t announce it, as do the hypocrites, who want to be honoured by men. Instead, give quietly, not telling anyone, so that your giving may be in the secret. Then you’re Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Studies show that people give more when they get public recognition. That however should never be our motivation to give. The Holy Spirit must guide us and motivate us to give. 
4. Give what is in your hand. Many times we focus on what we don’t have to give. Focus on what is in your hand. Your financial breakthrough is in your hand. Remember that small hinges open big doors. A mustard seed in your hand can grow into the biggest of trees. Whatever is in your hand in enough to start a miracle? Sow your seed in faith. 
